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at the conclusion that we are bound to believe in
Good, but that we haven't the least notion what
it is!"

" Exactly!" said Parry, " and that is just what I
dispute!"

" What ? That we are bound to believe in
Good?"

" No ! But that we don't know what Good is, or
rather, what things are good."

"Oh!" I cried, "do you really think we do know?
I wish I could think that! The trouble with me is,
that while I seem to see that we are bound to trust
our judgments about what is good, yet I cannot see
that we know that they are true. Indeed, from
their very diversity, it seems as if they could not all
be true. My only hope is, that perhaps they do all
contain some truth, although they may contain
falsehood as well."

" But surely/' said Parry, " you exaggerate the
difficulty. All the confusion seems to me to arise
from the assumption that we can't see what lies
under our noses. I don't believe, myself, that there
is all this difficulty in discovering Good. Philoso-
phers always assume, as you seem to be doing, that
it is all a matter of opinion and reasoning, and that
opinions and reasons really determine conduct.
Whereas in fact, I believe, conduct is determined, at
least in essentials, by something very much more
like instinct And it is to this instinct which, by
the nature of the case, is simple and infallible, that
we ought to look to tell us what is good, and not to
our reason, which, as you admit yourself, can only
land us in contradictory judgments. I know, of